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Petroleum tankers play a vital role in the transportation of 

petroleum products in Nigeria. However, frequent falling and 

subsequent fire and explosion of such tankers remain a real threat 

in Nigeria till date. Presently, there is no adequate data of the 

petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents in Nigeria that 

would enable relevant stakeholders to study the pattern of the 

menace for at least 10 years. This is to assist in coming up with 

robust measures to curtail this menace or reduce the impacts of 

the accidents to the barest minimum. Consequently, the present 

study critically reviewed the cases of petroleum tanker fire and 

explosion accidents in Nigeria from January 2009 to October 

2024. A total of 169 accident cases corresponding to 1,613 deaths 

were obtained. For the 16 year review, 2019 had the highest 

number of accident cases and deaths as 29 and 203 respectively. 

The least number of accident cases of 3 were obtained each in 

2009, 2012 and 2014. However, the least accident cases did not 

correspond to least number of deaths. This could be attributed to 

fuel type and aggravating factors such as scooping of spilled fuel, 

ramming into crowded places, head on collision and human 

error. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In Nigeria, pipeline and truck systems are the main medium of petroleum product transportation and 

distribution. Although in many countries pipeline infrastructure presents the most effective, safe and 

environmentally friendly means of transportation for petroleum products over long distances. However, this 

is not the case in Nigeria, as vandalism and pipeline interdiction has been linked to catastrophic disasters. 

This is the reason why there is considerably high road haulage operations for petroleum products (Ashiru, 

2016). Presently, over 90 per cent of all the freight movement in Nigeria is by road using petroleum tankers 

(Amiegbebhor and Dickson, 2014). Petroleum tankers play a vital role in the transportation of the petroleum 
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products in Nigeria. The bulk carriage of the products presents special problems, such as the surging and 

explosion of the tankers. In addition, the hazardous nature of crude oil has to be taken into account; 

flammable vapours have to be dispersed safely. To meet some of these requirements, tankers are equipped 

with inert gas systems and vapour control systems to minimize fire, falling of tanks and explosion risks.  

Despite the advances made in tanker design which include fire prevention systems and firefighting 

technology, frequent falling and subsequent fire and/or explosion of petroleum tankers remain a real threat 

in Nigeria till date. The enormous amount of hazardous and flammable materials transported by road raises 

concerns not only for the safety of the vessel’s crew but also for the protection of the surrounding 

environment against catastrophic spills, pollution and the safety of the Nigerian citizens. For instance, about 

200 people were burnt to death on 6 November 2000 at the Ile-Ife Expressway after a petrol tanker lost 

control and rammed into some vehicles before exploding (Babasola, 2000). The menace continued year in 

and out with the most recent and devastating accident on 8 September 2024 at Agaie, Niger State. The petrol 

laden tanker accident led to the deaths of at least 60 persons and over 4 vehicles destroyed (Peoples Gazettee, 

2024).  In view of these, investigators explored cases of petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents in 

Nigeria. For instance, Kumolu (2019) examined cases of petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents in 

Nigeria for 10 months in 2019 from January to October where 153 deaths were recorded. Adeniyi (2020) 

conducted a 2 year review of fire and explosion accidents involving petroleum tankers in Nigeria and 

reported about 200 deaths. Also in the same year, Mac-Leva et al.  (2020) appraised the petroleum tanker 

fire and explosion accidents in Nigeria for 3 years only from June 2018 to August 2020. The study revealed 

that there were 31 cases of the petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents across 15 states and this led to 

the deaths and injuries of 207 and 221 persons respectively. Abiodun (2021) performed a study on petrol 

tanker explosions using Lagos State as a case study. The scope of the study covered 2015-2021 with only 

nine accidents. From the foregoing, it is obvious that studies on the cases of petroleum tanker fire and 

explosion accidents are not just meagre, but they are also limited in terms of time and space.  

Presently, there is no adequate records/data of the petroleum tanker fire and explosion  accidents in Nigeria 

that would enable relevant stakeholders to study the pattern of the menace for at least 10 years to assist them 

in coming up with robust measures to curtail this menace or reduce the impacts of the accidents to the barest 

minimum. Consequently, this paper seeks to critically review the cases of petrol tanker fires and explosions 

accidents in Nigeria from January 2009 to October 2024 with a view to ascertaining their consequences in 

terms of loss of lives and properties as well as impact on the environment. The present study is to aid political 

leaders, policymakers and relevant stakeholders to appreciate the magnitude of the petroleum tanker fire and 

explosion accidents in Nigeria and subsequently chart a way of combating the menace or minimise it to as 

low as reasonably practicable. This is in addition to serving as a basis for future researchers to conduct further 

studies into the subject matter.  

Petroleum explosion is a process where combustion of a premixed gas cloud, i.e. fuel-air or fuel/oxidiser is 

causing rapid increase of pressure. The explosions can occur inside process equipment or pipes, in buildings 

or off-shore modules, in open process areas or in unconfined areas. As shown in Figure 1, fuel explosion as 

an event covers those events that occur both before and after the gas explosion process.  

If a combustible gas or evaporating liquid is accidentally released into the atmosphere, and the gas cloud, 

formed from the release, is not within the flammability limits or if the ignition source is lacking, the gas 

cloud may be diluted and disappear. However, an ignition could occur immediately, or may be delayed by 

up to tens of minutes, all depending on the circumstances. In case of an immediate ignition (i.e. before mixing 

with air or oxidiser has occurred) a fire will occur. 

The most dangerous situation will occur if a large combustible premixed fuel-air cloud is formed and ignites. 

The time from release start to ignition can be from a few seconds up to tens of minutes. The amount of fuel 

can be from a few kilograms up to several tons. The pressure generated by the combustion wave will depend 

on how fast the flame propagates and how the pressure can expand away from the gas cloud (governed by 

confinement). The consequences of gas explosions range from no damage to total destruction. The pressure 

build-up due to the gas explosion can damage personnel and material or it can lead to accidents such as fires 

and Boiling Liquid Expanding Gas Explosion (BLEVE). Although fires are very common events after gas 

explosions. 
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Figure 1:  An event tree showing typical consequences of accidental releases of combustible fuel into the 

atmosphere (Bjerketvedt et al. 1997) 

The severity of a gas explosion will depend on factors such as the type of fuel and oxidiser; size and fuel 

concentration of the combustible cloud; and the location of ignition point. Other factors are the strength of 

ignition source; size, location and type of explosion vent areas location; size of structural elements and 

equipment; as well as mitigation schemes. Consequently, gas explosions may be very sensitive to changes 

in these factors. Therefore, it is not a simple task to estimate the consequences of a gas explosion. 

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS 

2.1. Sources of Data  

The source of data employed in this study is secondary mainly from an open source internet. The information 

extracted from each source included parameters such as date, fuel type and location of the petroleum tanker 

fire and explosion accidents. Others include the number of deaths, injuries, properties damage as well as an 

aggravating factor for each accident.  

Secondary data are already established data that have been collected for a different purpose or by someone 

other than a researcher. One major advantage of the secondary data over primary data is that it might be the 

only means of researching the past in most cases. This was vital in critically reviewing the petroleum tanker 

fire and explosion accidents in Nigeria for 16 years from January 2009 to October 2024. Another advantage 

of secondary data over primary is that it is the richest source of freely available information to researchers 

in many areas of specialisations. An in-depth study of petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents in 

Nigeria receives less attention to both public and private organisations. This made it difficult for 

organisations such as Federal Road Safety Corps and Federal Fire Service to provide some of the 

aforementioned parameters. Thus, to overcome this challenge, this study adopted the use of secondary data.  

One major shortcoming of applying secondary data over the primary data is the restricted connection with 

relevant participants and context for the data. This was particularly true for this study as no direct contact 

was made with the direct or indirect victims of petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents in Nigeria. 

However, this did not reduce the quality of the research as the study was dependent upon various sources 

concerning similar issues in order to verify facts. Equally, to gain more confidence in each source used, 

attention was given to official statements made my stakeholders that were there at the scene of the accident. 

These included the Federal Road Safety Corps, Federal Fire Service, National Emergency Management 

Agency as well as government officials of the affected states amongst others. Thus, the bulk of the sources 

referred to in this study were identified to have employed the use of primary data in their reportage.   

2.2. Data Analysis  

Data analysis is the collection and organisation of data from which a researcher arrives to a conclusion. There 

are two prominent methods of data analysis namely quantitative and qualitative methods. The research 
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method employed in this study is qualitative. The qualitative paradigm concentrates on investigating 

subjective data, in particular, the perceptions of the people involved (Denzin & Lincoln, 2005). Also, 

qualitative research methods are invaluable in helping researchers, practitioners, policy makers, and others 

to develop an understanding of the experiences of people in a given area of interest (Wu et al., 2016).  The 

intention is to illuminate these perceptions and, thus gain greater insight and knowledge. This research work 

is a typical of analytical research. In this case, critical thinking skills and evaluation of facts and available 

information on petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents from January 2009 to October 2024 were 

conducted.   

The collected data were examined using many interpretations including graphs, charts and tabular 

representations to find connections between the study objective and its outcomes. This served as the 

foundation for the findings and recommendations which were presented in narrative form. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Cases of petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents in Nigeria from January 2009 to October 2024 were 

obtained in the present study as contained in Appendix 1. For each accident case, parameters such as the date 

of the accident, fuel type and location of occurrence were indicated. Also shown for each accident is the 

number of deaths, injuries, properties damaged as well as aggravating factor.  

A total of 169 cases on petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents in Nigeria were thoroughly examined 

over a 16 year period as shown in Figure 2. The relationship between the two variables nearly follows a bell-

shaped curve pattern. From year 2009 to 2016, there was a fairly steady trend of number of accidents, 

averaging about 6.  Subsequently, a rise in number of 9 and 12 cases was discernible in 2017 and 2018 

respectively before a sudden spike of 29 accident cases in 2019 being the highest recorded. Thereafter, a 

steady decline in number of accidents was noticed in the successive years up to 2024. The peak of 29 accident 

cases attained in the present study is about 7 times higher than the least number of accidents recorded in 

2009, 2012 and 2014. Year 2019 witnessed accidents throughout the year from January to December with 

July recording the highest number of accidents as 5 followed by January, April and November which had 4 

cases each.  

 

Figure 2:  Number of petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents in Nigeria over a 16 year period 

The number of corresponding deaths to the number of 169 accidents in the present study is found to be 1,613. 

This corresponds to an average of about 10 deaths per accident. The breakdown of the number of deaths for 

each year is contained in Figure 3. Unlike the nearly bell- shaped curve pattern in Figure 2, the correlation 

between the two variables follows a zigzag pattern. The highest number of deaths which is 203 occurred in 

2019 and this year also had the most number of accidents as observed in Figure 2. However, this direct 

correlation between number of accidents and number of deaths was not observed in the other cases. For 

instance, 2021 recorded the second highest number of accidents, but had only 55 deaths which are nearly 4 

times less than those encountered in 2019. Furthermore, seven years out of 16 as shown in Figure 3 had more 
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than 100 deaths with only 3 years recording less 50 persons’ deaths. The high number of deaths encountered 

could be attributed to the aggravating factors such as scooping of spilled fuel as reported by Amaize et al.  

(2012); DH (2018); The Guardian (2019) and Onoiribholo (2023). This is in addition to head on collision 

with other vehicles, ramming into public and residential areas or gross human error as witnessed by UPI 

(2009), Aljazeera (2015) and Adewale (2020).  

 
Figure 3: Number of deaths due to petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents in Nigeria over a 16 year 

period 

 

Figure 4: Number of accidents in relation to petroleum products involved in tanker fire and explosion in Nigeria 

from 2009 to 2024 

Petroleum products namely petrol, diesel, gas and kerosene are the commonly transported fuels in Nigeria 

by the tankers as observed in the present study. Figure 4 shows the number of tanker accidents against 

petroleum products for a 16 year period in Nigeria. It is apparent that tanker accidents from petrol fuel is the 

highest with 146 cases followed by diesel and gas with 10 cases each and a lone case from kerosene. 

Additionally, there were 2 reported accident cases from unknown fuels. The highest number of cases from 

petrol could be attributed to its being the most consumed petroleum product in Nigeria.  

The corresponding number of deaths from the tanker accidents for each petroleum products is indicated in 

Figure 5. The highest number of death cases of 1,364 occurred on the petrol fuel and this was the case for 

number of accidents as seen in Figure 4. The second highest deaths of 178 was from gas fuel and this is 

nearly 9 times greater than the deaths from diesel fuel despite having the same number of accident cases of 

10 each.  The disparity in the number of deaths between gas and diesel could be hinged on higher level of 

volatility of the former than the later. Additionally, aggravating factors such as location have made the tanker 
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accidents from gas more severe in terms of number of deaths than diesel fuel as witnessed in the Nnewi, 

Anambra State gas explosion of 24 December 2015. In such accident, over 100 persons died due to ramming 

of the tanker into a crowded gas plant. In terms of unknown and kerosene fuels from Figure 5, 50 persons 

and none died from the tanker accidents respectively.  

 

Figure 5: Number of deaths in relation to petroleum products involved in tanker fire and explosion in Nigeria 

from 2009 to 2024 

4. CONCLUSION 

A study on the petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents in Nigeria from January 2009 to October 2024 

led to the discovery of 169 cases which resulted to the deaths of 1,613 persons. This corresponds to an 

average of nearly 10 deaths per accident. Petroleum products involved in the accidents include petrol, diesel, 

gas and kerosene. The trend of number of cases for the 16 year period follows a nearly bell-shaped curve 

pattern with year 2019 recording the highest number of accident cases, 29. This figure about 7 times higher 

than the least number of accidents recorded in 2009, 2012 and 2014. However, a zigzag pattern was 

discernible on the correlation between the number of deaths and the year with 2019 witnessing 203 

mortalities as the highest. With the exception of 2019, there was no direct proportionality in terms of number 

of cases and number of deaths. This could to a large extent be due to critical aggravating factors such as 

scooping of spilled fuels by people, ramming into crowded places, collision with other vehicles and human 

errors. The database in the present study is to assist relevant stakeholders to appreciate the extent of the 

menace of petroleum tanker fire and explosion accidents in Nigeria. Most importantly is to assist them in 

coming up with robust measures to curtail or reduce the impacts of the accidents to the barest minimum. 
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Appendix 1: Chronicle of petroleum tanker fire and explosions accidents in Nigeria from January 2009 to October 2024 

Serial  Date  Fuel type Location  
No of 

deaths  

No of 

injuries  

Property  

damaged  
Aggravating factors Source  

2009 

1. 15 May 2009 Unknown 
Ekpoma, 

Edo State 

50* 

 
5 - 

Mechanical 

(Collision) 
UPI, 2009 

2. 1 November 2009 Petrol 
Iganmu, 

Lagos State 
8 9 

8 vehicles and 9 shops 

burnt 

Mechanical and 

human  
Gilbert, 2009a 

3. 1 November 2009 Petrol Kaduna  State 83 - - 
Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
Gilbert, 2009b 

4. 15 December 2009 Petrol 
Uyo, Akwa Ibom 

State 
- 18 Shops and houses burnt 

Hitting of an electric 

pole 
Nyong 2009 

 Sub-total   141     

     2010        

1. 17 April 2010 - Lagos State 5* Many 5 vehicles burnt - Vanguard 2010 

2. 4 July 2010 Petrol 
Gombe, Gombe 

State 
13 8 

Over 40 houses and 

properties destroyed  
- Awofadeji 2010 

3. 25 July 2010 Petrol 
Suleja, Niger 

State 
10 16 - - Mefor 2010 

4. 5 September 2010 Petrol Kara, Ogun State - - 12 vehicles burnt  Human News24 2010 

5. 1 December 2010 Petrol 
Badagry, Lagos 

State 
22* - - Human Kumolu 2010 

6. 21 December 2010 Petrol 
Uli, Anambra 

State 
- - Houses and goods  Human Ujumadu  2010 

 
Sub-total 

 
  50     

 
 

2011 
       

1. 9 March 2011 Petrol Gaba, FCT Abuja - 4 - Human Isah 2011 

2. 1 April 2011 Petrol 
Narabi, Plateau 

State 
50 - 17 vehicles burnt Mechanical PM  News 2011 



A.M. Na’inna / Nigerian Research Journal of Engineering and Environmental Sciences  

9(2) 2024 pp. 552-575 

566 

3. 11 May 2011 Petrol Kara, Lagos State 2 Many 24 vehicles destroyed  
Mechanical and 

domino effects 
Usman et al. 2011 

4. 28 May 2011 Petrol Ibadan, Oyo State 20 - 
15 vehicles and 8 

buildings destroyed 

Ramming into an 

electric pole 
Nigerian Eye 2011  

5. 28 July 2011 Petrol 
Enugu, Enugu 

State 
6 - 22 houses burnt Human Edike 2011 

6. 3 December 2011 Petrol 
Magodo, Lagos 

State 
1 -  9 vehicles burnt Human Daily Posts 2011 

 Sub-total   79     

 2012    -     

1. 17 March 2012 Petrol 
Ikwerre, Rivers 

State 
6 -  25 houses burnt Human 

PM News 

2012  

2. 1 April 2012 Petrol 
Ganigaku, 

Adamawa State 
12 -  - 

Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
Vanguard 2012 

3. 1 June 2012 Petrol 
Danko, Ogun 

State 
5 - 10 vehicles destroyed  Human Badejo 2012 

4. 12 July 2012 Petrol 
Okogbe, Rivers 

State 
100* 20 

Buses/motorcycles 

destroyed 

Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
Amaize et al.  2012 

 Sub-total   123     

 2013        

1. 6 January 2013 Petrol 
Odo Oba, Osun 

State 
3 11 - Collision  Channels Tv 2013a 

2. 11 January 2013 Petrol 
Mbiama, River 

State 
2 8 

Vehicles and buildings 

destroyed  
Human Channels Tv 2013b 

3. 5 April 2013 Petrol 
Igbogui, Edo 

State 
36 3 

A workshop and 8 

vehicles burnt 
Collision  Aljazeera 2013  

4. 25 October 2013 Petrol 
Maraban Jos 

Kaduna State 
6 - - Human 

PM News 

2013 

5. 8 November 2023 Petrol Ijumu, Kogi State 2         - 10 houses destroyed Human Vanguard 2013 

 Sub-total   49     

 2014        

1. 7 January 2014 Petrol 
Oshodi, Lagos 

State 
15 Many 50 shops razed - 

Ezeobi 

2014 
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2. 11 February 2014 Petrol Ekiti, Ekiti State 6 - 
Several homes and 

properties destroyed   
Mechanical 

Sahara Reporters 

2014 

3. 12 October 2014 Petrol Ibadan, Oyo State 15 -  
45 shops, 3 houses and 7 

vehicles destroyed 
Human Ajayi 2014  

4. 3 November 2014 Petrol 
Moro, Kwara 

State 
20        - 

Many shops , houses and 

cows destroyed 
Human Godwin 2014 

 Sub-total   56     

 2015        

1. 26 March 2015 Petrol 
Lekki, Lagos 

State 
- 3 10 vehicles burnt Human PM News 2015 

2. 31 May 2015 Petrol 
Onitsha, 

Anambra State 
69 - 11 vehicles burnt 

Ramming into a 

motor park 
Nwaiwu 2015 

3. 2 June 2015 Petrol 
Iyana-Ipaja, 

Lagos State 
- - 

21 cars, 44 shops and 5 

houses burnt 
Human Ugbodaga 2015  

4. 5 June 2015 Diesel 
Idimu, Lagos 

State 
- - 

70 shops and 34 houses 

razed 
Human Udom 2015  

5. 25 June 2015 Petrol Dabi, Kebbi State 5 6 
12  houses and some 

vehicles burnt 
Human  

Premium Times 

2015 

6. 24 July 2015 Petrol 
Kagara, Niger 

State 
5* 4 

22 shops and many 

houses burnt 
- AA  2015 

7 18 October 2015 Petrol 
Owode-Ijako, 

Ogun State 
1 6 

2 houses and 3 shops 

destroyed  
Human Sweet Crude 2015 

8. 24 December 2015 Gas 
Nnewi, Anambra 

State 
100* Many - 

Ramming into 

crowded gas plant 
Aljazeera 2015 

 Sub-total   180     

 2016        

1. 22 March 2016 Petrol 
Abakaliki, 

Ebonyi State 
9 - - Human Uzor 2016 

2. 6 April 2016 Petrol 
Lagos, Lagos 

State 
- Many 3 vehicles destroyed Mechanical Akintoye  2016 

3. 26 July 2016 Petrol 
Lagos , Lagos 

State 
2 Many - Impact  News24  2016 

4. 24 August 2016 Petrol Benin, Edo State 1 - 4 houses destroyed Human Vanguard 2016 

5. 2 December 2016 Petrol 
Tegina, Niger 

State 
14 8 8 houses burnt Human Abayomi 2016 
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 Sub-total   26     

 2017        

1. 15 February 2017 Diesel 
Onitsha, 

Anambra State 
- - 

Buildings ,vehicles and 

properties destroyed 
Human Oluchi 2017 

2. 28 March 2017 Petrol Fidiwo, Lagos  4 - - Human 
Kayode-Adedeji  

2017   

3. 28 July 2017 Petrol 
Lokoja, Kogi 

State 
13 8 - Collision PM News 2017 

4. 16 October 2017 Unknown Ehere, Abia State - Many 
Buildings ,vehicles and 

properties destroyed 
Human Okoli 2017 

5. 17 October 2017 Petrol 
Ogere, Ogun 

State 
Many - 

Buildings and properties 

destroyed  
Human Akubo 2017 

6. 14 November 2017 Petrol 
Lagos , Lagos 

State 
- - A vehicle destroyed Human  Sunday 2017 

7. 13 December 2017 Petrol 
Iwuru, Cross 

River 
6 - - Mechanical Una 2017 

8. 13 December 2017 Petrol 
Amuwo, Lagos 

State 
- - 20 vehicles destroyed  Human Olowolagba 2017 

9. 15 December 2017 Petrol Jos, Plateau State 2 - 4 vehicles destroyed  Human Ajijah 2017 

 Sub-total   25     

 2018        

1. 12 March 2018 Petrol 
Lagos, Lagos 

State 
9* 4* 

At least 54 vehicles 

destroyed  
Human News Press 2018 

2. 4 May 2018 Petrol 
Zing, Taraba 

State 
10* Many 

Several shops and houses 

destroyed 
Collision Energy Year 2018  

3. 4 May 2018 Petrol 
Ahoada, Rivers 

State 
100 18 

At least 34 motorcycles 

destroyed  

Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
DH 2018 

4. 28 June 2018 Petrol 
Lagos, Lagos 

State 
9* 4 

At least 54 vehicles 

destroyed 
Mechanical Aljazeera 2018a 

5. 2 July 2018 Petrol 
Lagos, Lagos 

State 
12 5 - Human Xinhua 2018 

6. 10 August  2018 Petrol 
Ekpoma, Edo 

State 
4 - - Human Punch 2018 

7. 11 September 2018 Gas 
Lafia, Nasarawa 

State 
35 100* - Human Aljazeera 2018b  
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8. 1 October 2018 Petrol 
Lagos, Lagos 

State 
- - 10 vehicles destroyed 

Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
Oyenigbehin 2018a  

9. 3 October 2018 Petrol 
Akure, Ondo 

State 
5 - 

8 vehicles,2 buildings 

and 5 shops destroyed 
Human Johnson  2018 

10. 7 December 2018 Petrol 
Lagos, Lagos 

State 
- - - - Ajibola 2018  

11. 14 December 2018 Petrol 
Port Harcourt, 

Rivers  State 
2 - - Human The Guardian 2018 

12. 22 December 2018 Petrol 
Lagos, Lagos 

State 
- - - - Oyenigbehin 2018b 

 Sub-total   186     

 2019        

1. 11 January 2019 Petrol 
Odukpani, Cross 

River 
60 22  

Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
The Guardian 2019 

2. 22 January 2019 Petrol Warri, Delta State - - 

10 tankers and items 

worth N100 millions 

destroyed 

Human The Nation 2019 

3. 24 January 2019 Diesel Benin, Edo State 1 - 8 vehicles burnt Human Wande 2019 

4. 30 January 2019 Petrol 
Badagry, Lagos 

State 
2 1 5 vehicles destroyed  Human Peter 2019 

5. 9 February 2019 Petrol 
Awka, Anambra 

State 
2 6 

At least 8 vehicles and 

other buildings destroyed  
Human  PM News 2019a 

6. 29 March 2019 Petrol 
Ido Ekiti, Ekiti 

State 
- 4 - Mechanical Adebusuyi 2019 

7. 3 April 2019 Petrol 
Afikpo, Ebonyi 

State 
2 - - Mechanical Aliuna 2019 

8. 14 April 2019 Petrol 
Gombe, Gombe 

State 
12 16 - Human Guardian 2019a 

9. 18 April 2019 Petrol Ibadan, Oyo State 2 - 
8 vehicles and 7 

motorcycles burnt 

Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
Kabir 2019 

10. 29 April  2019 Gas 
Makurdi, Benue 

State 
- 7 - Human Charles 2019 

11. 31 May 2019 Diesel 
Rukpokwu, 

Rivers State 
- - 

Properties worth millions 

of Naira destroyed  
Human John 2019 

12. 8 June 2019 Gas Ewu, Edo State 2 - Several items destroyed - MandyNews 2019 
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13. 1 July 2019 Petrol 
Ahumbe, Benue 

State 
50* 101 Nearby shops burnt 

Scooping of spilled 

petrol 

Adebayo and 

Babajide 2019 

14. 4 July 2019 Petrol 
Bunkure, Kano 

State 
1 1 - Human Vanguard 2019a 

15. 20 July 2019 Petrol Jujo,Ogun State 1 1 - Mechanical 
Premium Times 

2019a 

16. 23 July 2019 Petrol Ore, Ondo State 10 - - 
Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
BBC 2019 

17. 31 July 2019 Diesel  
Tumfuro, Gombe 

State 
1 - 5 shops destroyed Human Lambo 2019 

18. 31 August 2019 Petrol 
Dikko Junction, 

Niger State 
6 8 

19 cars and 35 shops 

burnt. 
- Dipo 2019 

19. 5 September 2019 Petrol Kara,  Lagos 1 4 - Human  Omojuyigbe 2019 

20. 13 September 2019 Petrol 
Enugu, Enugu  

State 
- - - Human Ugwueze 2019 

21. 18 September 2019 Petrol 
Ogere, Ogun  

State 
- - - - Godday  2019 

22. 16 October 2019 Petrol 
Onitsha, 

Anambra State 
5 - 

Properties worth billions 

of Naira 
Human Vanguard 2019b 

23. 18 October 2019 Petrol 
Onitsha, 

Anambra State 
- - 

Properties worth billions 

of Naira 
Human 

Premium Times 

2019b 

24. 18 October 2019 Petrol 
Mowe, Ogun 

State 
- 1 2 vehicles destroyed Human TVC News 2019 

25. 11 November 2019 Petrol  Ipaja, Lagos State - - - Human Guardian 2019b  

26. 14 November 2019 Petrol 
Sango-Ota, Ogun 

State 
2 6 17 vehicles burnt Human PM News 2019b 

27. 17 November 2019 Petrol 
Ife South, Osun 

State 
15 - 12 houses destroyed  Human  Gbolagunte 2019 

28. 18 November 2019 Petrol 
Lokoja, Kogi 

State 
8 - 

3 cars, 4 tricycles and 2 

motorcycles destroyed 
Human Odogun 2019 

29. 6 December 2019 Petrol 
Odukpani, Cross 

River State 
20* - - 

Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
Africa News 2019b  

 Sub-total   203     

 2020        

1. 19 April 2020 Petrol 
Akute- Ajuwon, 

Lagos State 
- - - Mechanical Ogunyemi  2020 
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2. 1 May 2020 Petrol 
Obalende, Lagos 

State 
1 16 - Human Transport Day 2020 

3. 21 June 2020 Petrol 
Kara,  Lagos 

State 
4 - 4 vehicles destroyed  Human Harzardex 2020 

4. 27 June 2020 Petrol 
Azare, Bauchi 

State 
2 - - Electrical 

Oluwafunmilayo 

2020 

5. 22 July 2020 Petrol 
Olgobo, Delta 

State 
95 Many 

Several vehicles and 

properties destroyed  
Human Adewale 2020 

6. 27 July 2020 Petrol Kano, Kano State 1 - - - Guardian 2020 

7. 7 August 2020 Petrol 
Mile 2, Lagos 

State 
1 - - Human Abereowo  2020 

8. 14 August 2020 Gas Irete, Imo State 2 - 2 vehicles destroyed Human Obialor 2020 

9. 26 August 2020 Petrol 
Bauchi, Bauchi 

State  
- 2 - Human  Aliyu 2020 

10. 6 September 2020 Petrol 
Lambatta, Niger 

State 
- - 

5 houses and 49 shops 

destroyed 
Human Adeniyi 2020 

11. 23 September 2020 Gas 
Lokoja, Kogi 

State 
28 - 

Many vehicles and 

properties burnt 
Mechanical  VOA 2020 

12. 24 September 2020 Gas 
Lagos, Lagos 

State 
- 50* 

Several buildings and 

cars burnt 
Mechanical Olisah 2020 

13. 12 October 2020 Diesel 
Erin-Ijesa, Osun 

State 
18 Many - Human Makinde 2020 

14. 7 November 2020 Petrol Kara, Lagos State 2 - 29 vehicles burnt - Vanguard 2020a 

15. 28 November 2020 Petrol 
Oyi, Anambra 

State 
1 - - - PM News 2020a 

16. 2 December 2020 Petrol 
Magboro, Lagos 

State 
- - -  PM News 2020b 

17. 18 December 2020 Petrol Ibadan, Oyo State - Many 
Several shops and cars 

burnt  
Human Vanguard 2020b 

18. 23 December 2020 Petrol 
Jebba, Kwara 

State 
6* Many 

About 30 houses and 

shops burnt 
Human Adebayo 2020 

 Sub-total   161     

 2021        

1. 7 January 2021 Diesel 
Oshodi, Lagos 

State 
- - - Mechanical Dike  2021 
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2. 19 January 2021 Petrol 
Abeokuta, Ogun 

State 
1 Many 

Dozens of vehicles 

destroyed  
Human Ojo 2021 

3. 8 February 2021 Petrol 
Abaji, FCT-

Abuja 
11 10 - Human Olowolagba  2021 

4. 22 February 2021 Kerosene 
Aguleri, 

Anambra State 
- - 

Part of a petrol station 

burnt 
Human The Nation 2021 

5. 6 March 2021 Petrol Abuja FCT 1* 3 Many vehicles burnt Human Adepegba 2021 

6. 6 March 2021 Petrol 
Alagbole, Ogun 

State 
- - - - Ajibola Eye 2021 

7. 18 April 2021 Petrol 
Agatu, Benue 

State 
12 Many 

Over 50 shops and 

houses burnt 
Human Guardian 2021a 

8. 22 May 2021 Petrol Kano, Kano State - 70 - Human Guardian 2021b 

9. 25 May 2021 Diesel 
Egbeda, Lagos 

State  
- - - Mechanical Adediran 2021 

10. 16 June 2021 Petrol 
Ajilete, Ogun 

State 
7 2 - Human Xinhua 2021 

11. 17 June 2021 Gas Ikeja, Lagos State 5 13 25 vehicles burnt Human 
Akoni and Adelaja 

2021 

12. 22 June 2021 Petrol 
Ogere, Ogun 

State 
- Many - Human Nigerian Eye 2021 

13. 28 June 2021 Petrol 
Amoke, Benue 

State 
3 - - Mechanical Victor 2021 

14. 28 September 2021 Petrol 
Omerelu, Rivers 

State 
3 - 

Several shops and houses 

destroyed  
Human Ofiebor 2021 

15. 13 October 2021 Petrol 
Mubi, Adamawa 

State 
5* Many 50 tricycles burnt Human Anwar 2021 

16. 4 November 2021 Petrol 
Bode-Saadu, 

Kwara State 
- - - Human Adebayo 2021 

17. 17 November 2021 Petrol 
Ogere, Ogun 

State 
5 - - Human Ogunnaike 2021 

18. 19 November 2021 Petrol Ibadan, Oyo State - - 2 vehicles burnt Human Adebayo 2021 

19. 28 November 2021 Petrol 
Abeokuta, Ogun 

State 
2 - - Mechanical Lawal 2021 

 Sub-total   55     

 2022        
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1. 28 January 2022 Petrol 
Onitsha, 

Anambra State 
- - 

Over 40 shops vehicles 

destroyed 
Human Guardian 2022a 

2. 18 February 2022 Petrol Isara, Ogun State 17* - - Human Africa News 2022 

3. 28 March 2022 Petrol 
Lekki, Lagos 

State 
4 - - Human PM News 2022 

4. 22 April 2022  Petrol 
Alagbado, Lagos 

State 
1 3 

42 makeshift shops 

destroyed 
Human Ajibola 2022 

5. 9 June 2022 Petrol Jos, Plateau State 1 - 
Properties worth millions 

of Naira destroyed  
Mechanical  Nanlong 2022 

6. 3  September 2022 Petrol 
Lambe, Ogun 

State 
 - 

At least 10 buildings 

destroyed  
Human Daily Trust 2022 

7. 18 September 2022 Petrol Bida, Niger State - - - Mechanical 
Premium Times 

2022 

8. 28 September 2022 Petrol 
Maboro, Kogi 

State 
20* Many 

A tanker, 2 buses and 

motorcycles burnt 
Human Sunday 2022 

9. 6 October 2022 Petrol 
Sango-Ota, Ogun 

State 
2 3 12 vehicles burnt Mechanical Olawin 2022 

10. 20 October 2022 Petrol 
Araromi, Ogun 

State 
10 - 5 vehicles burnt Human Daily Nigerian 2022 

11. 11 November 2022 Petrol Ofu, Kogi State 20 50 30 vehicles burnt Human Guardian 2022b 

12. 15 November 2022 Petrol 
Awka, Anambra 

State 
- - - Human Ovat 2022 

13. 23 November 2022 Petrol 
Mushin, Lagos  

State 
1 1 - Human 

Peoples Gazette 

2022a 

14. 22 December 2022 Petrol Aba, Abia State - - 
Properties worth N130 

million destroyed  
Human 

Peoples Gazette 

2022b 

 Sub-total   76     

 2023        

1. 27 April 2023 Petrol Jos, Plateau State 6 Many 
A car, tricycle and shops 

burnt 
Human Yusuf  2023 

2. 23 July 2023 Petrol Ore, Ondo  State 20 Many - 
Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
Gbadamosi 2023 

3. 27 July 2023 Petrol 
Afor-Opi, Enugu 

State 
- - 

Properties worth millions 

of Naira burnt  
Human Godbless 2023 

4. October 2023 Petrol 
Ojodu, Lagos  

State   
- Many 

Many vehicles with 

occupants trapped 
Mechanical Ojuokaiye 2023 
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5. 1 October 2023 Petrol 
Koko, Delta  

State  
59 Many - 

Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
Onoiribholo  2023 

6. 12 October 2023 Petrol 
Iganmu, Lagos 

State 
- - 11 vehicles destroyed - Adelagun 2023 

7. 12 October 2023 Petrol Ijora, Lagos State - - 
11 vehicles and 12 

electric poles burnt 
- 

Agha 

2023  

8. 23 October 2023 Petrol 
Jebba, Kwara  

State    
5 7 - 

Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
Abdulkareem  2023  

9. 26 October 2023 Petrol 
Rigasa, Kaduna 

State 
- 20 - Human Pulse 2023 

10. 1 November 2023 Petrol 
Rigachikun, 

Kaduna State 
1 Many - Human Sabiu 2023 

11. 28 November 2023 Petrol 
Peke,  Kwara  

State 
25 15 3 vehicles destroyed  Human Oyekola  2023 

12. 29 December 2023 Petrol 
Abakaliki, 

Ebonyi State 
2 Many Several items destroyed  - Ugwu 2023 

13. 30  December 2023 Diesel 
Ilorin, Kwara 

State 
- - 

2 shops and a viewing 

centre burnt  
Mechanical  This Day 2023 

 Sub-total   118     

 2024        

1. 15 January 2024 Petrol  
Jebba, Kwara 

State 
3 8 - Human Garba  2024 

2. 7 February 2024 Petrol 
Ilorin, Kwara 

State 
- 1 One vehicle burnt Human Adebayo 2024 

3. 26 April 2024 Petrol 
Eleme, Rivers 

State 
5  120 Human Agbakwuru  2024 

4. 27 April 2024  Gas 
Abeoukuta, Ogun  

State 
4 - 6 vehicles destroyed Human Ogunnaike 2024 

5. 3 May 2024 Petrol 
Ometan, Delta 

State` 
8 - - Mechanical Sunday 2024 

6. 10 May 2024 Diesel 
Ijesha, Lagos 

State 
1 - Many - TVC News 2024 

7. 25 May 2024 Petrol Ibafo, Ogun State - - - Human Bello 2024 

8. 4 June 2024 Gas 
Obiri-Ikwere 

Rivers State 
2 - - Human Naku 2024 

9. 11-Jul-24 Petrol Kubwa FCT - - - - Ogunleye 2024 
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10. 14-Jul-24 Petrol 
Imope Ogun 

State 
2 - A petrol tanker destroyed  Human Oba 2024 

11. 7-Sep-24 Petrol Egbeda Oyo State - Many 4 vehicles destroyed  
Scooping of spilled 

petrol 
Adegbite 2024 

12. 8-Sep-24 Petrol Agaie Niger State 60 - 4 vehicles destroyed  Human 
Peoples Gazette  

2024 

13. 23-Sep-24 Petrol 
Maitama Abuja 

FCT 
- 2 2 vehicles destroyed Human Shaibu 2024 

 Sub-total   85     

* = at least 


